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6h9 of people, t5r6. deny that 


ranted unto them by the Lord, 


';. forReligion and m—_— is that wherein Gods honour + , 
26h.4. 23.and glory. is concerned : 


and as it 1s God who is to be 
worſhiped, ſo the worſhip is the worſhip of God, wherein-. 
conſcience is concerned, and not the worſhip of man, 'and-: 
it belongs to the Lord to preſcribe, declare, reveal or- 
make known his own worſhip both'in matter and manner, - 
and after made known tothe conſcience or a capacity-in 
man, conſcience ought to ftand/free, and not be forced. ! 
threfrom, that. God may perſwade itto own, allow /of;and - 
cloſe in with the ſame, and every man ought to be fully 
perlwaded.inhis own heart, as by the Scripture is evident 
and plain, and who hath the like right, power, wildome; - 
and $kil to inform, reform 'and perſwade the heart ofa 
man to him who made it, and knowes' beſt the frame, 
temper, and difpoſition of it, and hath abſolute power to- 


. puniſh it, or be merciful. unto it, as it is diſobedient or 


1d' government -: 
for the right of heart fearching and try Sock properly? 
belong to the Lord, and not unto man as by the 'Seripture 
is plain. , En 32 CEE Ag 
| Therefore God ought tq have his own rigtit preſerved. 
and kept -unviolated , that hemay inform, reforth; and 
perſwade.the heart and confeience of man, both'to'an- 
ſwer the end for which he wascreated; and to fear, reye- 
rence, honour, and'obey him ip'confſeience toGod-ward, 
25 a. worſhipper ofhim; andthe tight-of menigt ttobe 
preſerved ,. that they may hot be rced' Bom bot left co- 
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their liberty, to receive and retaid the trueth ah teach- 


ings of God, in matters of Faith and Salvition, that they 
CET a may 
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| mizPco ad Hort they be As or CN: x 
therefrom by any man, for the Apoſtle declares tothe : 
Galatians , that they did run well” but ſome hindred 
them,that they ſhould not obey the ruth, and they that 

hindred themdid not wellin ſo doing : for faith he this 
perſiyaſion cometh pot of him that calleth you, as by the 

Scripture” is plain.-@al. 5. 7.8, * 

' They who are againſt liberty: of conſcience in matters | 

of Faith and Salvation, and would eitherby -perfwaſions 

or threatnings hinder ' people from obeying and walking - . 

inthetruth of the Goſpel, which God makes known un- 

to them, and perſwades them to walk in, do-not well in 

ſo doing, and though he that was born after the fleſh did 

perfecute him- that .was born after the ſpirit , hedid it 

without any right or authority from God, and therefore 

the' ſon of the woman-/muſt be caſt out.and -not be 

heir with-the fon of the free: omen ſaith the Scripture. 

Gal. 4. 29. 30. 

© .Chrift hath ourchaſed a liberty, and fredome for the cd.s.r. 

Saifity and believers in him-in 1point-.of religron, "and in. 

mattcis of faith and falvation; and therefote' they'<ught 

not to be- deprived of it : but ought to have it grit 

and allowed unto them, by fach as are profeffory of him; _ | g 

that as they-have begun in the ſpirit, * they: may £bes: 5 
forced and" carvied- back agaiti-into'the flef:” - But | 

 havetheliberty of their conſciences in matrers of 'Faith 
' and Salvation allowed and granted, to qbey: the truth of 

the goſpel according tothe manifeſtation 
of theward hd Tpritof God, ahd thatthey 
in the way of the Lord withorte RN ea afhce 


by- thein that profeſſe* 'thetrath. Por iis "TTeſwp | F 
anther Cirenmceſion non, con F we Gels. 7.8. | 
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3-4.5-6.7. 


| Gdl.6. iy. 


16, 


Rom, 9. 15; 
16.17, 


" 2 Cor. $. 


$.6.7 .5. 


but « new Creature, and Faith which worke 
'Y, YL 6. Gal. 6:5 Il'3. I6. = 


And as many as walk according to this rule, that is to 
ſay the rule of the new creature, which is the ſpirit of 
chrif Jeſws. Gal. 4. 6. Peace be on themand mercy, 
and upon the Iſrael of God. For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they gre the Sons of Ged. Rom. 8. 14: 

So many and no more, as by the Scripture is evident. 
Rom. 8. 9. Andasthechildren of God are led by the 
Spirit of God, fo therein they are in the liberty given and 
allowed of God, 2 Cor. '3. 17. 18. To ſerve and-wor- 
ſhip him in-the glorious miniſtration of the ſpirit, which 
excceds and excels that of Moſes in a far greater; glory, 
and therein they ought to continue, and not be forced 
from it. by men, . | 


And as for thepeople of God ( reproachfully ) called 


Quakets, they have. under every government peaceably * 


demeaned themſelves ever ſince they were brought :into 
covenant withGod, and: have ſuffered for their obedience 
and faithfulneſle to the Lord, - more then any ipeople' in 
this Nation for-many years by pat : and the Lord hath 
hitherto tryed them, and they have been found faithful 
to the Lord upon tryal, and they have been tryed by 
men, and by the power and authority bf the: kingdome, 
and do: appear uponevery tryal to be ;a;people true to 


their principles to God-ward; and honeſt andupright in 
their dealings with meh, 8 it is well known tothe Nation, | 


that they are a harmleſle people, and very-induſturous 
and profit 

verſation, unwilling to be burthenſomeuntothem,where- 
fore there is no juſt cauſe why they ſhould. be injured; 
wronged, vr deſtroyed, either.in their. principles; perſons 
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ffitable to men, and of 'an honeſt ; and;good con- - 
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in matters of Faith and Religion, but ought tb be 
defended and preſerved therein. . 
And as for their meetings vpon the account of religion 
to wait upon God as his people, there is as much and 
more of the ſpirit and life of truth, and of the refreſhing 
 vertue_ of the word and power of-God amongſt them 
made known from- the Lord unto them, for their ſatis- 
faction, and fouls conſolation, asamongſt any profeſlin 
people:in;the Nation. And it doth appear after rec, 
years trial had of that people, that- their meetings never 
produced. any bad cities either to the tertour of the, 
people, or hehe peace and ſafety of the king-* 
dome. And. therefore they ought not to be. ſuppreſſed 
' and broken, but rather countenanced and preſerved in. 
their; principles. and practiſes, which -are ſo faithful and 
honeſt both towards God and man. DE 
_. And whereas it hath been ſaid by ſome of them inau- 
thority, that the Quakers are in ſome part of their princi--. 
\ ples: much like unto the primitive Chriſtians, who. would 
not take up arms to. fight either for or againſt the beſt of 
ings or, worſt, of Tyrants. And therefore the Quakers 
= ey are to be,.commended- in that, and others of the 
Magiſtrates baye faid-as concerning the Quakers having 
any; hand, in. pling or. Geligning miſchief againſt the. 
King and his government, they are ſo innocent and harm- 
leſſe that they. durſt put them into the Magazin, fo that 
me thinks they ſhould have no cauſe tgfuſpect them, for 
ingrdl phy ane.3 people that wiſhes no man- any harm, 
but: would. rather-do good unto /all men ; therefore they. 


[ought notto. be deſtroyed or baniſhed, but cointenan- 
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ed and preſerved in their principles, and praftifes which. © ._ . 


ſciences of men. es 
It is more conſiſtent with .trueth,and well e 
God, and agreeable to the other part of the princiz fles of 
2 Tim,z. The people of God and primitive Chriſtians, toi 2 
16.11. 18: ſecution for their faithfulneſſe to God, and theit' &biit tt= 
| ation inthe trueth of the Golpel, and meetihg tor 
to wait upon God, in the way of his worſhip, an "a 
the love and favour of God, then to be unfaichful to 
God, and untrue to their principles : by, inp the 
fam, for fear of thefrownes and rebukegof 4 Tpir tof 
©. the.world, or an outward ſufferin ——_ men, and'mcutre 
"the Ariger, and diſpleaſure of God for fo doing, hs To. 
26, Heb, IO. 24.25.29. 27.298.29.30.3T., 
Exod.3. 1. God had a people in Egypt under ra | onda 
«he 13, In great Captivity, bowed down and oppr et 
remembred .them in his mercy : and” 
5x0d.3. 1. Moſes as his meſſenger to acquaint them po '3t, and * 
"9": 16, to fpeak'ro Pharoah then King of # oft ny wo 
Mabdr is; power, they were oppr reſled, to.re fre o bers 
234 Cyand freedome in the worſhip w which Gol 
ROE > uired to be performed and dohe:\ | 
1213416 Phar oy bp ed the Lord 'in that 'rbing, 'apd''s 
Edrd at occ xm gil 'who bro peat uupe- 
' ment npon his kingdome becanſheitt wal orvehbers - 
ty to the people of God in the fp orlery! | 
5x4.8, 8 and faid they were idle, and NINA She va 


are Ps tal anfiverst to the vil of Gotti bit © 


12-13-24. ſenſe of the judgernents of Nh r 
ty, but He a not xe: Fond [4 ' make 
| which lignitied Nor ey but-as my Barb 
zxod. 8, And ,to provoke. the: Lord to Wwrath,." 
25 -26-]27, judgements, ind weakned Ft og 
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98, for withſtanding the liberty which God required, *” 
f Pharoah,on the behalf of the oppreſſed Ifracl : and in #xd. 12 
his own time made Pharoah to know that he wastoo rv yg oj 
ſtrong for him, and by his power alone wrought their de- | 
liverance after many trials, that they might give, glory. 
unto him, as by the Scripture 1s plain, Exod.12. 40. 
41. 42. | | 'S 
Though Pharoah the King, commanded the Hebrew ze... | 
Midwives to deſtroy all the male children of the Hebrews, 15-15: 17. 


when they did the office of a Midwife, yet becauſe the,,.;.” .. y | 


-fear of God was in their hearts, they durſt not doit: fo 
that they-rather chuſed to obey God in preſerving the 


" lvesofthe innocents, then to obey the command of the 


King, which was ſo contrary to the minde of the Lord, 
who would have had the ſeed deftroyed, which the Lord 


' preſerved and bleſſed: 


King- Pharoah could have been content to haveTetten x.ue.,, 
the old ſtock of Iſrael have lived, if there had been no en- $9.10. 11; 2 
creaſe, but policy taught him to put a ſtop tothat, and if g'*'*. | 
the Lord - had not put a ſtop to that deſign, Iſrael had' - 
been cut off and deſtroyed in the ſeed. For if the Hebrew Eod.r.r7- * 
Midwiyes had nor feared and obeyed God ratherthen 4 
man, the inale children had been deſtroyed, when they 
had come.out of the womb. _ | : 

Daniel was'a man beloved and bleſſed ofthe Lord, and 
there were ſuchas ſought an occaſion againſt him, with 
an intent and purpoſe (under the colour of tranſ 
a knownLaw ) to have cuthim off and deſtroyed him : 
as there have been and are now ſuch as ſeeks an occaſion 
againſt the Daxjels and beloved people of God, with an 
intent to deſtroy them. And as they could finde ng oc- 


calion againſt Davie} but for the law and worſhip of his 


B God, 


®”,. - God, bo they can fiad no occaſion againſt the Daniels; or 
2 beloved people of God now, but for their obedience to 
the law, and worſhip. of their God, according to the 
manifeſtation and perſwaſion of _the' fpirit.and word 
of God. Es | 

And when they wanted a Law to deſtroy Dariel by 
for his worſhip. of God, then all the Preſidents of the 
| Kingdome, the Governours, and the Princes, the Coun-. 
214 ſellours, and. the Captaines Aſfembled together to the 
{| - 2-4 '+ King,and conſulted together to.eftabliſh a RoyatStature, 


$6705. nd to make a firm decree, and the King figned the ſame, 


Cagainſt.liberty of conſcience, in matters of faith and re- 
ligion. ) to bind the conſcience, and. forceit from the 
worſhip gfGod for a certain, time under pain of death, 
or mg ng caſt mto-the Lions den, as by. the Scripture .. 
is plain, _. | | 
FG IM Now when Devil knew that theJaw was made (*a- 
23 Is uſe liberty of conſcience in point of religion and wor- 
ſhip.of God )orthe writing as aforeſaid was ſealed;he was 
faithful to God, in diſobeying. ſuch a Statute law agairiſt 
liberty of conſcience, rather then diſobey God,and offend 
his tender conſcience, as by the Scripture appeareth. Dax. 
6: 5:6.7.8:9.10.11.0c.And God did own and counte- 
nance-Daxzel in- that thing by preſerving of him , for- 
aſmnch as. innocency was found. in Daxiel before the 
Lordin fo doing, Daz. 6. 22. , | S 
Whereby it appears and. remaines true,. that Daniel 
was. innocent, and juſtified 'in the figlit-of the Lord , 
FE for diſobeying, the Statute . or. decree which was 
F-- made againſt liberty of conſcience in point of religion 
' 2 and worſhip of. God. And it. is 'not unwarrantable or 
\ without Scriptute example, forthe people of God = O- 
| ey 
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tion, when law is made againſt Liberty of conſcience in” 


point of religion and workip of God asaforeſaid-.. - 
The Prieſts were grievedat Peter and Johw, becaulc 


ers had taken 


owledge of Peter and Jobn,that they A. 4 TY 
hag been. w 


ith Tcſus, they was unwilling that the truch 
ſhould ſp any. further,. and to the i intent that ghe 
truth mi ohe ſappreſſed and ſpread no further. Firſt, Ys 4:45. 
they conſulted together, and faid, let us ſtraitly threaten * wk 
them that en Jobnbad book 'f peak to no man in thisname, 
asif Peter and Johr had beenafraid of threataing to eve 
left their like the Prieſts of this time.,:;--- 17 

' +.:, And ſecondly, they commanded them.not to ſoak at A8. 4. 18. 
allnor-teach in the name of Iefus ( for the Prieſts would 
havenone to be teachers but themſelves, and whem#x| 
appoint ) but Peer and. John anſwered, and faid,whether .ax.;.19. 


then , unto Gad,:judge yee, for we' cannot but {5 k the 
thin s which we'have ſeen 2nd heard, AT® 4+ wt 


hereby it is evident and remaines true that- the 
cople, of Godare to. obey God, inmatters of faith and 
 opE-ScBy a they ny threatned and commanded:to 
the eontrary by men; anditisright.incheſiphe of Gud to 
obey. Ged infuch caſes rather then þ pon nds ofmea, 
ok are ey: fa Fs da +4 10agrrens it would 
8-wropg. to diſobey Go ayle, the) threats of man 
as aforeſaid, and.itwas the principle-ant i pratticenf 'the 
primigye Chriſtzans ſo to Ree and rather ſuffer, by. Prieſts, 
ulers and, dagiſtmares for their obedience, and faithful- 


4 7 : 


re taught -the. people, and after the Ee andthe , —— 0 


it beright in the ſight of God to hearken! unto, you ,more 20.21. 23. 


neſſe tg Cod. in matrers of faith and.ſalyarion, then;to de-, ; 
ay ! Sdn ppb Rhedint a _— © a1, oe 
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for any by ends, and'to avoid a ſuffering condition. - 


Concerning the Primitive Chriſtians both Minifters 
and People, © 

The Miniſters of the goſpel in the primitive times, 
were called in queſtion about their doGrine and Mini- . 

A#.21.rs, {try by the Prieſts, Rulers and Magiſtrates, gnd threatned 
othe end.; come of Jeſus, 
= #2 which was indire& oppoſition to liberty'of. conſcience 
48.4. granted and given by the Lord unto his Miniſters in mat- - 
ters of faith and ſalvation, but obſtrued and denyed by 
Prieſts, Rulers and Magiſtrates then, 'who commanded 
them contrary tothe commandsof God in ſuch cafes, but 
the Miniſters 'of the goſpel in the primitive times could 
not be ſubje& to ſuch commands of men, as would have 
 forc't conſcience from performing its duty and: ſervice to 
God in matters of faith and falvation, and they faid in 
\z Plain'rerms without any evalions, we cannot but-ſpeak 
, the thipgs which we have ſeenand heard, it was. matter of 
conſcience to them , and they would: rather ſuffer by 
men' then diſobey God and offend a good conſcience to 
Ged-wards as aforeſaid, as by the- Scripture is evident 

—— "Rr 5 

The Miniſters'of the goſpel and primitive Chriſtians, 
was no perſecutors, but were perſecuted, for faid Pax! to 
Timothie thou haſt fully known my dofrine, manner: of 

life, faith, long ſuffering, charity, patience, perſecutions, 
-afflitions, which: came-tintd me at Axtioch, at Tcovinm, 

at Lyfire,what perſecutions I ehdured, 'but out of them 

"all the Lord delivered me;yea and all that will live godly 

Tim. 2” In Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution 2 Time, 3. But evil 
tv,u.12. men and feducers ſhall wax 'worſe'ind worſe, 2 Tin. 3. 
| 13s 
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50 it appeares and is plain by the Scriptures, that the © 
godly were and are attended with perſecutions, both Mi- / + + 
. niſters and people, and that by reaſon of evill men'and 

ſeducers, which are and were perſecutors. ' 
''. The Miniſters of the goſpel in the primitive times were 

to continue in the things, which they had leamed of 
God, and were aſſured ofas by the Scripture appeareth 
2.Tim, 3.14. So were the Primitive Chriſtzans to continue 

mn the'word and dodrine of Chriſt,by which it might'ap- 

pear that they were diſciples indeed and loversof leſus. 

And faid the Apoſtle ftand faſt in one ſpirit with one 
minde, ſtriving together for the faith of the goſpel,and in 
nothing terrified by your adverfaries, which 1s tothem an 
evident token. of perdition, hut to you of Salvation, and 
that_of God, for unto you it is given onthe behalf of 
Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but alſo toſuffer for 
his ſake. Ph:/ip.r. 27.28. 29. - | 

'Whereby it is evident and remaines true, that the true 
Chriſtians are not perſecutors, but are true believers in; 
Chriſt, and ſubjects unto him, and a ſuffering condition is 
anexed to believing, and asnone can truly believe unto 
falvation,but them to whomit is given , ſonone can truly . 
ſuffer for Chriſt and the Goſpel, but them to whom it. is. 
given and therefore they need not to be terrified by their 
adverfaries,for it is to the perſecutors an evident token of 
perdition, but to the true believers-in Chriſt who are the 
true ſufferers itiis to them an evident token of ſalvation *% :. 
and that of God as by the Scripture-is plain-as aforeſaid. *7** 
The Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt who have re- 
ceived their miniſtry of God, to miniſter from him'to the 
ſoules of the people; are in-preaching the word to be in- 
ſtant.in ſeaſon and our of ſeaſon, according to' the charge 

1 | given 
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* given hefgre the Lord, as by the- 
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nk ag ureis plan. And 
when is preaching the word out of ſeaſon, but when it is 
either forbidden by. men,pr when they will not endure 
ſound dodrine, but after their pwn luſtsſhall heap, up to 
themſelves teachers having itching ears, as by the Scrip- 


. The Scriptures declare that the time will come, whey 
le. will.not.endure ſound dodrine, but after their 
own hufts ſhall heap.up to: themſelves Teachers, having 
ieching ears, and they ſhall-turnaway their ears from the 
truth, andiſhall be turned unto fables, and if that time be 
already come, ( orbe yet to come ) at ſuch a time, the 
Miniſters of the goſpel - of Chriſt who have, received 


k * # 


their miniſtry, of God, are not to:change their.religion, 


and turnaway.from the truth and worſhip God, C like 


the Prieſts of this Prieſt turning time, ) but the miniſters 
of the goſpel, are to watch. 1n all things, and .cndure 
aftiictions, do the work of Evangeliſts, andmakefull 
proof of their miniſtry as it appeareth 2 Time.4. 1.2-3-4,5+ 
Concerning the godly meetings of the Primitive Chri- 
ftians and Saints in Chrift Jeſus,” and. people of 

TT OY God in former. Ages. . PIER 

- We do not. read in the Scriptures, of truth that the 
people of Godand true Chriſtians did ever imprifon,fine, 
and baniſh, or ſell ene another for their religion and war- 


ſhip : but we read that. Hawar did :envie the good and, 


we/fare of the, Jowes, ,and. T4 bs e: King, there is.a 
certain. .peqple. ſcattered ab! cad per, amang 
the. people in. all the proyincesof thy Kingdowe, and. 
their, lawes are divers from all. people, neither keep they 


the Kings lawes, therefore it is nor tor the Kings-protig.to: 
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Tier cRem, Te Bleale' the King ler it be, 

they may be deftroyed;and I will pay tenthouſand talents - 

of Silver to the hands of thoſe that haye the charge of the 
bufinefſe, to bring it into the Kings, treaſuries, and the 
Kitig conſtnted unto him, and they were deſigned for de- 
ſtructionas by the Scripture is plain, Eſter, 3.,8.9. 10.11. 
12.13.14.15. | SA In I 
\Byr.it pleaſed the Lord tolet the King know the lnno- 
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ceney” of his people; ad how” the were butt op onge: TORS? 


roustmro the welfare and faftry of his Kingdome, as Ha- 
#rar had informed him, andthe King changed his pur 
poſe, reyoked what he had ſigned againſt them, and be- 
cxme nnder God a preſerver of them, and the King de- 
clared ant faid, oftentirnies fair ſpeeches of thoſe that are 
pur in'truſf ro manage their friends affairs, hath cauſed 
many that are in' Inffcrity to be pertakers of innocent 

blood; and'hath enwrapped them in remedilefie calami- 

ties, beguiling with the falſhood arid deceipt of their 
lew'd diſpoſition, the Innocency 8 goodneſſe of Princes: 

now ye may ſee this,as we have declared,not {0 much by 

antient Hiſtories,as yee.may,if yee ſearch what hath been 

wickedly don;of late, through' the peſtilent behaviour of _ 
them” thar are unworthily .placed in authority, and we 
muſt take care for the time to come, that our kingdome 
may be quiet and peaceable for all men, both by chang- 
ing our purpoſes, and alwayes judging things that are e- 


See itin 


vident with more equal proceeding, as gppeareth in the, ,... 


letter of Artaxerxes,wherein hetaxeth 


keth the decree procured by Hamas todelſtroy theJewes, 
Effer. 16 Chapter, ip rs i Fs 3 

Wouldit not be good in tlie ſight of God, and very 
profitable to this Kingdome, and coinmendable alſo, if 
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quiet and peaceable for all men, both by repealing th: 
faw made againſt liberty of conſcience, and allowinga! 
equal liberty.to all men, in the exerciſe of their, conlci-- 
ences asto God-wards in matters of faith and ſalvation: | 
and alwaies by judging things that are evident with more 
equal proceeding,. - - Fr nt 
: There was a time in the dayes of the Prophet Aſa/achz, 
Ma.3:13. wherein the words of ſome were ſtout againſt the Lord, 
et they would have 'excuſed themſelves, ſaying, what 
ave we ſpoken ſomuch againſt the Lord ? tothe which 
the Lord anſwered them by his Prophet ſaying, Ye have 
xal.3."14, aid it is in vain to ſerve God, and what profitisit that we 
have kept his Ordinance, and that we have walked 
' | mournfully before the Lord, and' they called the proud 
=  #.3.15.-happy, and they that' wrought wickedneſle wereſet up, 
and they that tempted God were delivered. 

Then they that feared the Lord ſeparated from the 
Iniquities of the time, met often together and ſpoke one 
to another, and the Lord was preſent in their aſlemblics 
after a ſpiritual manner, and did: own them; and their 
meetings, for he both hearkned, and heard them, . anda 
book of remembrance was written before the Lord, for 
them that feared him, and thought upon his name, and 
. the Lord made promiſe toſuch for.their encouragement 
aal3z3p,and comfort : and they-ſhall be mine faith the Lordin 
- *-* that day when I make up my jewels, and I will ſpare 
_  them(thatſerveth me ) as a man ſpareth his ſan that: 

ſerveth him, then ſhall ye return and diſcera between the 
Righteous 'and the Wicked, between him that ſerveth 
God, and him that ſeryeth him not. Mal. 3. 16.17, 18. _ 
gs og "When 


Mal.,3.16, 


- © the Kingand the Parliament dic under, God take ſuch-a '"F N} 
care for the time to come, as that the Kingdome might be  } 


Pn Bs; come ingly 
; et == a Hers : CONVE ern mnt 
. ; to pt oy 
beef; nd dety:of MN r;-0r, z 206 prbemia nl 
-meflage which :heyrks at)abour fromrbe: Piers yogrtn 
. . form as a: foreruuner -of Chriſt, bows, at Iefus,him+ "I 
 -ſelfbegan-to preach, and ſay, Repewefor the Aingdome. E : bt 
- Heaven is at hand, ayd\ there: ſolemn korea, maeltho 
tudes of people from Galilee , av IS polis, cs 
- om Judea,: card: from "Bierulaleg, ond op beyond 
| Jordan, and ſeting the multitude, he went up into a. mous- 
t4iv',. avd ' when be was' fer, be opened kirmouth . 
Roe, 
T6: ta a law; merting wo 
.the-aizmber.of five or above ,- Cond ws rig | 
Churches. or. :Chappels, and. . conn to. _ com. - I? 
mon. way of meeting, preaching and hearing, under i 
pain of Impriſonment , Fines , .and- LY 
Chriſt par the multitude muſt either not have. met ; 
[ter that manner; 07; elſe they: might have ſuffered 
: his Saints.and ſervants /are' like to dgnow, ; ſuing Devi. 
dent by.theexample of Chriſt, | that he never. none 
.anyluch law: my 
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Ana ar antes Hhiss refirs elfied' into Wprwads; and 

it wavhoifed that he was in the houſe; and ſtraitway ma- 

ny were pitherpd together, informuch that there' was no 
i -nonot ſo much as about. the door, 
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os Sol—_ them certain lew'd fellowes of. ebay = 
= and gathered. #COMPalF, and;{et all the-City.on;an, up- 
6: roar, 9s" allaulted;the. houfe of Fefor, and; ſoughtto 
bring them out tothe people, andthey, drew. Jaſtne. and 
certain of the brethren unto the Rulers of the. city; cry- 
ivg; theſe; thati have, turned” the world-upſide downare 
| evine hithes;p fog; whom7ſon bath. received, ſaying tbat 
b- there. is -ahgthet- King, one Teſus, Jand; they t ths 
\. +: People and theRulers of the. city; whenthey heaxditheſe 
|» ' ->-things; ſo you may ſee. how. the old eayipus- profeſſours, 
, ' apdibebaſer reef people;:did: trouble che, prople and 
k | Rulers by haljogiout and-abulng the primitivedbriſtians 
andreporiingo hem. a; atoxefaig, bye the; eros ehuiſti- 
ans'did-net fperſecute any.but.were # 1 285 by the 
Scripture appearcth.' AG. 17. 4.5; | 
bugftd efter:thewproar was ceaſed, Peptcallodage him the 
tf embraced them, and departed for:to,gp ante 
| A81:20- br; An fr peri re (pf the 
e-Dj th fogtther, ang * ina Pa- 
nora Chappel, .but. 5 pubegns houſe, (and 
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Wait upon OG O 'and Heb. 1%. 
 wereto hold faſt their P TION ECON. 


cauſe he was faithful that promiſed, Heb: 10. though they. 
were perſecuted-for meeting and worſhipping contrary to. 
the cultome of the envious Jewes, and + Contrary to” the 
way and worſhip ofthe World, as aforefaid.:+! it 48 
 ''Whereby itisevident and remains'true, thati it :1 ehi * 
duty of. true Chriſtians, 'Saints,; and Belieyers in Chriſt 
Jeſus, -tobe-true and -faithful-unto God,. in meeting to- 
gether in'the- Way and Worſhipoof God,  and:mirid their 
Coociinitfmewich Godin:the' thou ; they; be at- 

_ tended with-a futfeping condition from men fas ſo-.doji *,. 
and asitis their:duty;to meet together as the Worſbip-* | 
pers of God, b APE to the manifeſtation. and perfiva- 

_ fions of 'God;'dirisa danger to.negleRtetiefame,” as by 
-the Scripture ivevident and plain, Erbatoinh rpg 5. 

” And as Preaching isnot crete ous adpiritual 
pile ſo nonearetequired. by the Loud 'to miniſter from 
-lymitorthe ie; bye choyato whe Lee hou and all 
havea'crueri r given and allowed of 'Gad; to miniſter 
from/himico the-people, to-whom, that gift off Miniſtrati- "# 
ons given/and fucken ght.not to be forbidden, becauſe Per 4+ 
there 1$ a toleration toſu = ven and granted in heaven, 298 

' as evety.man hath receivedthe gitr, -io ler biin- miniſter * * 
:the fa toanother;-g5:good's meh of the mani- 
old graceof "God's! If any man' ſptak, lethim''ſpeak as 
.che Oracles (or Say ings) of God:: If any man Miniſter, 
{let him doit asof the - Abiliey which) God giveth, that 
- Godin all things may/beiglorified; as iris written''s-Per. 
"5JO, Je. p And 
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& pal or Proreſtart Religion, a 
tutions and Canons of rarer England 

 whoare Admitredines Churchſeloviſhip,amuſt i 
' * totheir Admiſſion,and/ig-ardevto thetbigirting! 
_ (elves the honaurable Title of Chriſtians; promite:and 
Y vow unto:God:before many witneſles, toiforiake: the De- 
-.. vil and all bis Works, . —_ to keep-Godsl Will and 
8 Commandments, and walk in the ſameall the daysof their 
”. » Aives': ArenottheProteſtantserEpilcopalsb 
E - from perſecuting any for Conſcience towards. 
FE: ——_— Faith and. Salvation ? Becauſe it 4s- ole: 


of God to ute Chriſtians for marrers0f Fainh and 
_ Saleen at of Religion. and Worſhip of God4! - 
> .2 Cell, And for as much' as 1t is declared -in dhe Dopdann 


þ the Service of 'Godis perfett freedom, whetherought 

A to be farceg eithe? to it'or fromit by.outward: gear 
-on; but rather-left to'their freedome,- that God nay 
convince and periſwade them 2 Becauſe whatſaever isnot 

cf Faithis fin, and'every man. 01 
2 ided:inhis own heart; in-matters: 
£Y -and it properly belongs tothe: Lord ow ;known: hi 


both to believe, and'cloſe in with the ſame; +: ; 
And whereas itis ſaid inthe Comwen Prayerchae-Gad 

-is the Author'of. wx and Lover of Congordy ought 
+not the Epile roteſtants t6 be- like minded '1into 
him? If ſo, they would ſes it'ro be-below- thie:bfe and 
ſpirit of 2 true Chtiſtian, ro-farce Conſcience bofore they 
convinceins And: io ongns tb>feck their: m_—_ 
| 11 .v Jane; 


n FF TT pb A A 5 * LY 24, Les is PF, oY "I OO E uy 
3 »* 4 » 5 ES FEES 5 FI as Liner”. J 4 k ſe 
- LF bf F Wa £4 By ® Ds ite b »; OY F 
ht” 4 7, n k : * " : as OI Va dS, ” 
, --- $57 8 $ 5 x +. _ 
; L, ” ” Af 
4 4 o 
Es pofoneblaplcjin m 3 UDUNIDCHTST IE LIE: 
” - * 
4 : Ic 
: 


_—_ | 


to'bea work ofthe Devil,and cantraxy:to theiwill 


| for Peace, - PrayerBook or Liturgy of the Church of. O— that 
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- Ar nd Fog Fike Church of gland Con. ups Þ 
4 wviedged gat itis very meer, right, ah our 208 8 
- hodndad duty; wethdakd at'all' tle, and in allTrin. - 
places, (worſhip and ſervethe Lord) pa ive Thanks un- 
tothe Almighty and Everlaſting cad: why.then ſhould _ 
we be bound from doing that which is accounted and ot 
clared to be very meet, right, and our youngendaty at 
any rim Wig any lace,; ie arr hey wh 
and profebs the faine Aus 
ly het ive ET | 


thy ris Rat in '., of them, 
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Concerning the Church  Waydllg tot the Conflututr- | 
' ons and, Canons, or Liturgie nd al.o af 
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s to ; thi Chinrck, who are accounted. true Mem- 
| A bers thereof, and the Condition of their being 
admitted into Fellowſhip therewith,aec to 
"the Conſtitutions, and Canons, or Li Liturgie 3 None are 
't0-be 'Adinitted into Church- Falowlhip ,; neither can 
any . obtain ' to ' themſelves". the - honourable _ Title: of 
Chriſtians, 'but fuch- as do' Covenant -, wth: God by - 
"Promiſe 'and Vow, before. ma ny, Witoges , to, be |- 


and free fromfin' 3. fo king:.the 
| one Har) alt his Works”: The, by F: bao S a 


Gods'holy Will and. Commandments, Ind w 
'the'-fame' all the dayes of Her ty S..: 
that none can be A mitred © Into. "Ch ob- | 
nor” obtain to 'thethſelves, that _ Hongiirable Tit 
\Chriſtians, but upon the aforeſaid” IONS H; ve, . 
. -and /Do not all* the ereby , who - Entered nd- 
Admitted ih Go of boy Arby anted; 
-Covenant on. F 
ters of | Religion of RT pe ' any upon 
- that Account , Do they not as fas Covenant' with | 
God, and Violate the Fundawenrall of their me] 
10n ? : 


= 
h 


3 42h 
- 2 gy » Ms kg 


'Heaven,i'by that: a& of Baptiſinagſo-c 
-theybut; make us ſoifor that preſent cime -onely;, 
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Secondly ,: None- are accounted Members. of 
the. Church, 'according to the Liturgie ; 'bur'' ſach 
as are: born again of Water'and the Spirit-,i1 and 
are <by: Regendrarion- made -Menibers: of - Chriſ+, 


-dome of Heaven.:: Tf it be true that: the Prie 


. 2did Regenerate and Inveſt us. into a. :Right to 


:God's Kingdome*s, by that AQ of: Baptiſme, fo 


called, as they? have'-rold'us they did', [What | 


true Spiritual -Poewer and - Goſpel Authority have 
the Biſhops and. Prieſts 'to; diſpoſſeſſe us of that 
\Right-t0: Gods Kingdome again, .cither by: Chureh 
»Cenfure' or -Excommunication. {i i rs 

- * iAnd if they. made us: Children of | God, 'Mem- 


 -olate:theiFundantichtals:of the Epiſcopal: and Prxo- 


reſtant Religion?. 1 ha wr 

i, And'if they :made us 'Children of :God, Mem- 
bers of-Chrift;! and Inheritors of}. the I 
or for-:continuance and: perpetuity? By their. own 
account they.'did -not —— ſo for that..preſent 
*1Þ : ; 
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Fort wel; clades Inhericors of the Kingdam 
of they oy ay their:Faith and £ 1;; that 


we cannot Inherit the Kingdome of Heaven whilſt 
in this Life, till after Death 3 and therefore it wauſt 
needs be underſtood that they intendedto make us 
ſo for continuance and perpetuity;: Then what Right 
have they . to Excommunicate and Pexſecute ws? | 
For if they cut off the Members of Chriſt either by 
Excommunication or Petſecution, 'ido they not. s- 
ſtroy Chriſt 'in his Members in 6 doing 2 And js 
not that contrary to the Minde and Will of: God, 
and againſt the Innocency and. trye Tntent:-of the 
Liturgie of the Church of Emgland?, And doth not 
fuch proceedings 'a di and difefteem:; 60 
them who 1s : y and manifeſtly errc from 
their owne [Principles or Fundamentals in matters 
of Religion and Pradtiſe as aforeſaid? . 

A - for as os _ __ and Prickts dee 
miſe to P y Baprilme 
ET Een Dn: 
do conc them: nerate, " 
 Dearly Beloved, Ns CIR Rirgenaade 
and Bane: egain., _ us give/Tihianks:s Then af.by 
that At they do not- Regenerate then, /they. doe 
neither | ay wg them,, har Adnit; (them into 
_ Church 3 Do not they: thiweſide protenil 
_ .ts.do:thar- di neither) andend ,/ cor.veathptb 
_ not perform >: And 3-ie not time for jpeoplodocake 

-rocice -of them. ? / Far If no; Prieft.: in; \uBragbend) can 


Rogeyerace any + then no Prieft In  Einghened-0an 
Baptize 
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the Church' is , declared; to be the: 
He cry ahd Family of God z and by the y* A ne | 
none ma uy. Tncet out of their owne Family ; above. 
the number of. five ,, under pretence of Religion, 
and Worſhip of. God,, contrary to the Liturgie; of 
. the Church of E-gland ; Then it ſeems that ther, 
who are of that Family , and. the whole Houſho 
and Family of God may meet together by that AQ, 
and not above fiveamongſt them that are not of the 
Houfſhold and Family of God. | 
And theLiturgie of the Church of Exgland doth! 
plainly fay , that the whole Body of the Church 'is 
overned £3; ſanQtified by the $ irit of God : So 
t the Houſhold and Family of God are under the 
Teachings, Sandification, and Government of the 
Spirit © God : And b (= woaps it ſeemes all ſuch 
may meet together to orſhip God ; and not above 
_ five joyn. with them , that are not Governed and 
Santtified by the Spirit of God; for they. are not. 
Metmnbers"of the Church - "oF, of the Houſhgld and 
Ty of God, are not Governed an nd Sanftified. 
the Sp ric of dag becauſe the whole Body of 
a E Church | is ſaid to be Goyerned. and Sandfified 
by the * Spirit of God © and” that” Lich to the 


Eiturgje, as aforeſaid. ; 
YL not evident th jy. Of 5f i ie be concfuded 
that by the ſaid Aghereis am to Poet 


Ven, 
ko meet rogether, who. are _ the A 
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Waiſt the metting of Ro Wk cers, "ann . 
people of God, "if rightly Us, 12h 5 c 
perverted , becauſe they 44 the ls people, t] 
meet together i in point of religion and worſhip .o 
God ,/ according to the Liturgie, becauſe they: an 
under the adminiſtrations, and teachings of -Gad , 
and are governed. and landtified by. the ſpirit of 
G 

And doth it not remain true, that thoſe. who are. 
prohibited by the a&t to meet above . the. number 
of five, contrary to the Liturgie of the Church of 
England ,. under pretence of religion, .are ſuch as 
- are not ofthe houſhold and-family of God, that. 
is to fay fuch as. daily errs and goes aſtray from the 

ayes of God, and are not governed and. nia 
fied by the ſpirit of. God as aforeſaid. 


2» Concerning Infants Baptiſive. 


'And as concerning. Paptiſine , if the thing there- 
by promiſed , and . pretended 'be- not- effefted,, the 
end 'doth not anſiver” 'the' means 'as they call 3 it, Or, 
indeed | the meanes doth not leac 
that'it is more a. pretetice and ſhew or ſhadow then 
any thing of ſubſtance, and' as neceſſary. unto ſa]- 
vation ,Fand when the nieang leads .to the end;, 
or the. end auſivers the means: "fo that the. Prieſts 
do' make "ir "appear \thar | they really. can, ts 
Ras people by | that aQ aprllne ſq Fe, 


eq 


to the end, 'fo, 
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bring-.children unto. them , to- have that conferred . 
upon. them,, and, .in, the, mean , time, it. is but. re- 
fanable-tq be excuſed. for: not. bringing little child- 
ren, unto;them ,. whilſt that, part is; more- Pretcnce. 
then real. practice or ſubſtance , and we judge, it a 
' reaſonable. thing. to | be freed , and- clearly, ac». 
quitted from all Eccleſiaſtical cenſures, and tem- 
porall puniſhments: concerning . the ſame, .and if. 
you think. otherwiſe, let the Lord and all true ex{ 
erienced, found , upright hearted Chriſtians judge 
tween you and us in. this- caſe. | pus 


Concerning the Sacrament ſo called, 


Is there any true ſpiritual right or goſpel. autho- 
rity whereby any ſhould be puniſhed by Eccleſiaſti- 

. cal cenſures or temporal puniſhments for not receiv- 
ing:that as an Ordinance of Chriſt., which the -Scrip- 
tures no where makes mention off ? if you ſay no. 

..: Then we ſay, theScripture nowhere makes mention 
of the word Sacrament, - in.any place that we ever 

.read of ,; andit you can produce any, placeof Scrip- 

. ture, that. plainly makes. mention.,of- the word Sa- 

4. crament , whe you ;have -produced thatScripture, 
|. we fhall take it into due conſideration, and” if you . 

ſay there is no fuch Scriptureto be produced , but the :- 
word facrament 1s a ſignificant word, and it ſignifies 

the receiving of Chrift Teſs, and of an inward and 
ſpiritual grace which are holy. things, if ſo © then to 
receiye Chriſt Teſus in ſpirit and the grace of God is 
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fo effe&ually to receive the Sacrament or the thing 
ſignified, which is the end of the fign, and-we have ye- 
ceived and-do receive Chriſt Tefus, -and theinwird 
grace of the ſpirit of God, and fo in effett do receive 
the Sacrament, or fignification of the gn ; and .onght 
to be freed from all Eccleſiaſtical cenfures, and tem. 
poral puniſhments concerning the fame. 
I. Thentq meet together in point of Religion and -- 
worſhip of God with them that are governed 'and 
ſantified by the ſpirit of God, is to come to the 
+ Church, and that according to the Liturgie or com- 
mon prayer book; therefore ſuch are to. be tolerated, 
and ought not to-be moleſted or troubled; but rather 
freed from all Eccleſiaſtical cenſures and temporal pu- 
niſhments concerning the fame. | 
2. To meet together to preach and pray, and per. 
form duty to God m point of Religion-and worſhip of 
God,isnot to meet contraryto the praftice of the Lieur- 
gie of the Church of England, becauſe they pretend 
to do the ſame, ' therefore they who meet together in 
the fear, wiſdome; and fpirit of God, to preach, pray,. 
and perforta duty toGod, in point of Religion, as 
worſhippers of him, ought notto be moleſted; difturb- 
ed, or called in queſtion for fo doing. |} © 
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THE END,'/ | 
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